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Denertn are dry because it almost never rains. Desert plants collect

the tain and store it so that they can live during the dry season. *Cactus

plants have stems that become fat when they are full of water. They also

(1)
have shar

P *spikes to stop thirsty animals from breaking the stems to drink

the water inside. The spikes don’t stop birds from making nests on the
el Pslde,

cactus plants.

Like other food chains, desert food chains start with plants. Desert
(2) )

3
bats drink nectar

from cactus flowers, and insects and other small animals
eat leaves or seeds from desert plants

-_Scorpions and lizards eat insects

like crickets, and other small animals. Animals that hunt and eat other
—————= <7 OUICr Small animals.

animals are called predators. Some big predators in the desert are hawks,

snakes, and foxes.

Meerkats are desert animals that eat plants and insects, but they also

eat scorpions. In their tail, scorpions have venom — g juice that can kill

other animals. So how do meerkats eat scorpions and live? They quickly
break the tail and throw it away. Then it’s safe for the meerkat

to eat the scorpion!

People can take a bottle of water with them when they visit a desert,
but how do animals get water in these hot, dry ecosystems? Most desert

animals don’t drink water, but they get water from their food. Lizards get
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¢ from the insects that they eat, and desert tortoises get water from

¢ plants that they eat. Desert tortoises can also store water inside their

y so that they can use it later. Tortoises can live for about a year
ithout drinking new water!

A nocturnal animal is an animal that’s busy at night and sleeps in the

' day. Most desert animals sleep or hide from the heat in the day. Some

animals like desert squirrels, rabbits, and foxes, go into burrows

underground. Some animals hide in caves. Then at night, when it’s cool,

they come out to feed or hunt. Many nocturnal animals like fennec foxes

' have large eyes to help them see at night. Fennec foxes also have big ears

so they can hear small animals like lizards and rabbits that they hunt in
the dark.
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(1) material consisting essentially of protein, carbohydrate, and fat, ) "

i . e

minerals, vitamins, etc., taken into the body of a living organism and us
’ i essential for life

rovide energy and sustain processes . -

@p a hierarchical arrangement of organisms ordered according to each organi

use of the next as a food source ‘ . —
@ an electrical appliance that performs a range of operations in preparing -
5 . . uid,

@ any of various dishes in which small pieces of food are dipped in a hot liq

e.g. oil or a sauce of melted cheese, at the table
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@ Meerkats are afraid of scorpions.

@ Cactus plant stems become thin when they are full of water.

@ Desert plants and animals adapt to desert ecosystems.

@ Animals that hunt and eat plants are called predators.

® Desert tortoises get water from the plants that they eat.

® 1rs impossible for most desert animals to live in a hot desert.

@ Desert tortoises can’t store water inside their body.

Desert squirrels rarely hide from the heat in the day.
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Warming up
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